
 

WESTMINSTER SHORTER CATECHISM

 
1. Review –  

a. Where are we in the Catechism?

b. The Structure of the Catechism 
 

Question 3: What do the Scriptures principally teach?

concerning God, and what duty God requires of man. 
 

Question 39: What is the duty which God requireth of man?

obedience to his revealed will. (1)    

 

1. “The Duty which God requires of man”

a. On what grounds does man owe God 
 

2. “Obedience to His revealed will” 

a. According to Micah 6:8, what is the 

 

b. Is man able to offer “obedience to His revealed will

 

c. Read Deut.29:29.  Christians often speak of “seeking God’s will for their lives”.  Is this will 

“secret” or “revealed”?  How might this Q&A clarify the issu

 

Question 40: What did God at first reveal to man for the rule of his obedience?

revealed to man for his obedience, was the moral law. 
 

1. “The rule which God at first revealed to man for his obedience.”

a. In the beginning (“at first
 

2. Read Question 12: “When God had created man, he entered into a 

upon condition of perfect obedience; forbidding him to eat 

death.”   

a. In the beginning (“at first”), what were the 

obedience?   
 

b. In the present, for the unbeliever

obedience?   

 

3. “The Moral Law”. 

a. What other forms of Law do the Scriptures give us?  
 

b. Does God require obedience to 
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� THE MORAL LAW  

Where are we in the Catechism? 

The Structure of the Catechism (See handout) 

What do the Scriptures principally teach? A. The Scriptures principally teach, what man is to believe 

concerning God, and what duty God requires of man. (1)                     (1) 

What is the duty which God requireth of man? A. The duty which God requireth of m
                    

“The Duty which God requires of man” 

On what grounds does man owe God any duty?   

According to Micah 6:8, what is the basis for “obedience to His revealed will”?  

to offer “obedience to His revealed will”?   

Read Deut.29:29.  Christians often speak of “seeking God’s will for their lives”.  Is this will 

“secret” or “revealed”?  How might this Q&A clarify the issue of guidance in the Christian life?  

What did God at first reveal to man for the rule of his obedience? A. The rule which God at first 

revealed to man for his obedience, was the moral law. (1)     
        (1) Rom. 2:14,15; Rom. 10:5  

rule which God at first revealed to man for his obedience.” 

at first”), what laws did God give Adam? (See Gen.2:16-17 and 

When God had created man, he entered into a covenant of life [= Covenant of Works] with him, 

perfect obedience; forbidding him to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, upon the pain 

”), what were the terms of “The rule which God at first reveale

unbeliever, what are the terms of “The rule which God reveals to man for his 

What other forms of Law do the Scriptures give us?   

Does God require obedience to these aspects of His revealed will?   

A. The Scriptures principally teach, what man is to believe 
(1) 2Tim.1:13; 2Tim.3:16 

A. The duty which God requireth of man, is 
  

(1) Mic.6:8; 1 Sam.15:22  

?   

Read Deut.29:29.  Christians often speak of “seeking God’s will for their lives”.  Is this will 

n the Christian life?   

A. The rule which God at first 

Rom. 2:14,15; Rom. 10:5   

and Rom.2:14-15) 

[= Covenant of Works] with him, 

good and evil, upon the pain of 

The rule which God at first revealed to man for his 

The rule which God reveals to man for his 



 

Question 41: Where is the moral law summarily comprehended?

the ten commandments.(1)    

Question 42: What is the sum of the ten 

Lord our God with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our strength, and with all our mind; and our neighbor as 

ourselves.(1)     

 

1. “The moral law is summarily comprehended in the ten commandments

a. Read Deut.10:4.  Why do we need a summary of God’s Moral Law?  
 

b. How practically might you familiarize yourself with “the duty God requires of man”?  
 

2. “The sum of the ten commandments” 

a. Read Matt.22:37-40.  We c

“tables” of the Law?   
 

b. Why might the words “love” and “law” seem incongruous to some people?  
 

Question 43: What is the preface to the ten commandments?

words, I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, 

Question 44: What doth the preface to the ten commandments teach us?

teacheth us, that because God is the Lord, and our God, and Redeemer, therefore we are bound to keep all his 

commandments.(1)     

 

1. “I am the Lord thy God, which have brought th

a. Why do you think the historical background to the Ten Commandments may be important to 

our understanding of them?  
 

b. Did the Ten Commandments exist prior to Sinai?  

 

2. “Because God is the Lord, and our God, and Redeemer, therefore we are bound to keep all His commandments

a. Reformed Theology usually distinguishes between the “Three Uses of the Law”.  What are they, 

and to which does the catechism particularly point us here?  

 

b. Read Question 20: “God having, out 

life, did enter into a Covenant of Grace

an estate of salvation by a Redeemer.

Christian “bound to keep all His commandments

 

c. As a Christian about to study the Ten Commandments in detail (Q.45

attitude be to the Law, and why? (See 

“The covenant of works says to the sinner, who is yet without strength, ‘Work, and then ye shall be filled;’ 

but the covenant of grace says to him, ‘Be filled, and then thou must work.’ And until the yoke of the covenant of works 

be taken off a man’s jaws, and meat be laid unto him, he will never take on and bear the yoke of Christ’s acceptably.”
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Where is the moral law summarily comprehended? A. The moral law is summarily comprehended in 
     

             (1) 

What is the sum of the ten commandments? A. The sum of the ten commandments is, To love the 

Lord our God with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our strength, and with all our mind; and our neighbor as 
      

marily comprehended in the ten commandments” 

Read Deut.10:4.  Why do we need a summary of God’s Moral Law?   

How practically might you familiarize yourself with “the duty God requires of man”?  

 

40.  We can subdivide the Moral Law even further!  What are the two basic 

Why might the words “love” and “law” seem incongruous to some people?   

What is the preface to the ten commandments? A. The preface to the ten commandmen

words, I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage

What doth the preface to the ten commandments teach us? A. The preface to the ten commandments 

teacheth us, that because God is the Lord, and our God, and Redeemer, therefore we are bound to keep all his 
         

(1) Luke 1:74,75; 1Pet.1:15

“I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage”

Why do you think the historical background to the Ten Commandments may be important to 

our understanding of them?   

Did the Ten Commandments exist prior to Sinai?   

ur God, and Redeemer, therefore we are bound to keep all His commandments

Reformed Theology usually distinguishes between the “Three Uses of the Law”.  What are they, 

and to which does the catechism particularly point us here?   

God having, out of his mere good pleasure, from all eternity, elected some to everlasting 

ovenant of Grace, to deliver them out of the estate of sin and misery, and to bring them into 

salvation by a Redeemer.”  According to this, and Q.43 & 44 above, o

bound to keep all His commandments”?   

As a Christian about to study the Ten Commandments in detail (Q.45-81), what should your 

be to the Law, and why? (See Ps.119:97, Rom.7:22)   

 

 

“The covenant of works says to the sinner, who is yet without strength, ‘Work, and then ye shall be filled;’ 

but the covenant of grace says to him, ‘Be filled, and then thou must work.’ And until the yoke of the covenant of works 

s, and meat be laid unto him, he will never take on and bear the yoke of Christ’s acceptably.”

(Thomas Boston) 

A. The moral law is summarily comprehended in 
(1) Deut. 10:4; Matt. 19:17   

A. The sum of the ten commandments is, To love the 

Lord our God with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our strength, and with all our mind; and our neighbor as 
       

(1) Matt. 22:37-40  

How practically might you familiarize yourself with “the duty God requires of man”?   

What are the two basic 

A. The preface to the ten commandments is in these 

out of the house of bondage.(1)  

(1) Ex.20:2   

A. The preface to the ten commandments 

teacheth us, that because God is the Lord, and our God, and Redeemer, therefore we are bound to keep all his 

Luke 1:74,75; 1Pet.1:15-19 

ee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage” 

Why do you think the historical background to the Ten Commandments may be important to 

ur God, and Redeemer, therefore we are bound to keep all His commandments.” 

Reformed Theology usually distinguishes between the “Three Uses of the Law”.  What are they, 

his mere good pleasure, from all eternity, elected some to everlasting 

sin and misery, and to bring them into 

g to this, and Q.43 & 44 above, on what basis is the 

81), what should your 

“The covenant of works says to the sinner, who is yet without strength, ‘Work, and then ye shall be filled;’  

but the covenant of grace says to him, ‘Be filled, and then thou must work.’ And until the yoke of the covenant of works  

s, and meat be laid unto him, he will never take on and bear the yoke of Christ’s acceptably.” 


